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A third advantage is that the seas round the north-west of Europe, though deep enough to float the largest vessel, are shallow enough to allow fishermen to catch the fish with trawl and net and line. It was one of the advantages of
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Venice that the Adriatic Sea was shallow and the early settlers there could catch fish.
Fish that swim near the surface, like the mackerel and ^herring, are caught with a drift-net. This is let down into the sea and foriiis a kind of wall or fence. Heavy weights keep the bottom down and big corks at ibhe top keep it